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Brothers on the Fault Line

| to view this immense area and the many ignorant
- e

¢ those vast regions, all without knowledge of tll’l ople
e

Blood of Christ or of His Holy Faith.”

It is pitifu
who inhabi

__GASPAR PEREZ DE VILLAGRA, 1610
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long dormant, geologic fault runs through the high
he south as far north as Picuris. Arrow-straight,

it cracks the mountain bedrock for more than thirty-eight miles, and in
the light of history, the fact that the fault connects those two particular
places makes a bitter irony. During the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, as both pueblos were pushed to the edge of oblivion, many of the
people of both Pecos and Picuris must have felt that the world had
indeed been rent by a giant crack and that they were falling into it.
; f:;,};e f;te of the t?vo pu.el?los was tied to the mountains. Each occupied
red geographic position, a gap through the mountains that placed

X :
it at the nexus of the wild, buffalo-filled plains and the settled, agricul-
d so the pueblos

o in:
tl;::lclzl;zﬁ:dde;’alley. There were few such gaps, an
o tth e1;1 were natural trading centers. Pecos, espgcially,
Vi, ‘: lllvely exchange of Pueblo pottery and corn for the
tXposure of t’he fronat' ow brought in by Plains Apaches.” T he double
o A ier pueblos, however, could turn to double liability
the naiding of plZ' oth worlds bore down upon them. Caught between
Ontier puehlos ins nomads and the harsh hand of Spanish rule, the
struggled to survive, and they did not always succeed.

A MAJOR, THOUGH
country from Pecos int
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in the possession of the plains tribeg gave the Pueblo espanish 110 i
eret. . Yt

Uring the - Dioly

tury the Tompiro pueblos, which lay south
the frontje,
once mighty, was reduced to a band of Seventeen ref, oe
of all the pueblos of the eastern frontjer only Tagg, Which £ t ayg
At the time of the Spanish Entrad, in 1540 Pecog and pi,

population of nearly two thousand. Picyris lay in 4 Mountajy v, a

The balance they had achieved wigh, their eny; &

arrival of the Spanish now slipped oyt of thej, Contyg eng Pri
cal advantage. European diseases, against Which they - nemies . 0’%
defenseless, decimated their Populationg 3 D doc,

; 8reg
plains, perished entirely, Galisteo, alsq on on the "
twice during the eighteenth century, the ag¢ time fo, 2
away from the ruined pueblo in 1838, never tq Tetury Picyy tug, d
also was abandoned for a time, barely Survived the Years of o 8, Which
amountain pass of importance, endured the first twq Centyg; Adeg
pean occupation with anything like jts Origina] Strength 4,
unsurpassed in the Pueblo world for their power and size 4 Theiry,
ings were four and five stories tall, as Taos ig today, each bOasted
the junction of two Tivers, one of which led tg anotch in the Mounty,
divide that overlooked the splendid Mora Valley ap

ationg] Park Servic
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i tains.
Landforms and settlements of the southern Sangre de Cristo Mountain
Courtesy of John Cotter.

once were. But three centuries ago the affairs of th(.: two pueb.los pre;
occupied New Mexico’s Spanish conquerors—P1cur1§ becaus}e; it was -
hotbed of rebellion and discontent; Pecos becausellt was the scl)lme

times restless ally without whom the Spanish experiment would have
faileq,

In 1540 Prancisco Visquez de Coronado planted his banner in New



CHAPTER 3
38

ican soil, claiming the entirety of the new lapq i
MeXIfJ ;nKing' his Catholic Pope, and his Christiap
ISJP;':;ZC i alspaCe and time quite outside the Pueb]
O?Coronado and his small army is a Qramatic lesson ip the Jj .‘ts te fate
power of positive thinking. So convinced were they ¢, eat w: tlhe
lay in the northern wilderness that even after t.he fabled g, nCig ; th
Cibola turned out to be the mud and stone villages of Zupj of
after the villages of the Rio Granclle Valley proved o |,
tute, Coronado and his men continued to chase their
the buffalo plains to the squalid grass huts of the Wi
central Kansas.® The image of these fierce soldiers of
riding into the treeless plains, accepting the counge
guides, and possessing no maps or proof of any kind ¢
their search existed, except of course, for such evidence as they invepeq
to convince themselves—it is an image of folly surp

assing anything
Don Quixote ever fantasized, and yet it is also an image full of serigys
meaning for the history of New Mexico. Avarice may account for the

ultimate failure of the Coronado expedition, but avarice alone cannot
explain its achievements. Coronado and his followers were proud men
of a proud civilization, and they approached the task of conquest with
a sense of cultural and religious mission. As much as anything, it was
their abiding faith in their own greatness that sustained them in their
extraordinary exploits, and many of those who followed them to New
Mexico would possess that faith in equal measure. ,

Although Coronado found no golden cities, and the half dozen or %
expeditions, authorized and unauthorized, that followed him efllded%n
similar failure, the simple fact that the natives of the region Pvegh::
towns, even small and labyrinthine ones, indicated to the Spanish i
th the potential both for wealth and for

€ northern land possessed : -himecs
Spread of Spanish civilization. Quite unlike the half-naked Chlcvestid”'
Xico’s northern frontier, the Pueblos were gente

one nany, oy,
God, ) Of wp iy
o COSInOS 0"1

© Cqually degt;,

illusiong crogy
chita Indiap, &
Cross ang Clowy
1 of treacherqyg
hat the Object of

Who haragged Me

Most if not all the me

fthesea .
N wore cotton blankets and on top ©
buffalo hide‘ SOme co

thsi vefy
1 vered their privy parts with small (;lzthef
Zlegim and finely workeq The women wore . . . turkeg’ : ;a,ians i
0aks ang . ich for bar
temarl by any other noye] things—all of which
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The existence of these remarkable barbarians took

tance as the focus of the Spanish frontier shifted from conquest to min-
eral development. Finding no great cities north of the former Aztec
empire, the Spanish sought riches instead in the ores of Mexico’s moun-
tains and undertook to extract them by means of Indian labor, Silver-rich
Zacatecas, in 1548, became the first town of the new mining frontier, and
others including Guanajuato and San Luis Potosi soon followed. Devel-
opment of the mines was hampered, however, by the intractability of the
wild Chichimec Indians.® The more settled Indians of New Mexico, by
contrast, promised greater productivity, and the abundance of mountains
in the far north seemed a guarantee that plenty of ore might be found.

One of those who thought so was Don Juan de Ofiate, who grew up

on the northern Mexican frontier and was thoroughly familiar with
mining, and also with the associated industries of slaving and stock
raising. In hopes of building a lucrative new frontier in New Mexico he
brought the first permanent Spanish colony north at his own expense
in 1598 and settled it at the confluence of the Chama and the Rio
Grande. Unfortunately, however, Ofiate’s colonists found no mines or
riches of any kind. Instead they staved off starvation only by seizing the
food stores of their Tewa neighbors. Within six months of the founding
of the colony, rebellion broke out at Acoma, and Ofiate responded to it
with the utmost savagery, slaughtering scores of Acoma people and
imposing on the survivors a punishment of amputation and slavery. The
affairs of Spain’s new northern outpost could not have begun less aus-
piciously, and the resolve of the colonists began to weaken.

Conditions grew so bad that many of the colonists talked of deser-
tion, which is what, in fact, their unauthorized return to Mexico would
have been. Unlike pioneers on the Anglo-American frontier, the Span-
ish colonists were not free to withdraw. By law they owed Onate the
same obedience a soldier owes his general. But they were hungry, their
hopes for riches and glory were dashed, and they had no prospects, save
that the undisguised hatred of the Indians promised further bloodshed.
In 1601 while Ofiate hunted treasure on the buffalo plains, a majority
of the colonists fled down the Rio Grande toward home.’

Following the mass exodus of the colonists, the effort to colonize
New Mexico probably should have been abandoned, and it would have
been except that the Franciscan missionaries Ofiate had taken to New
Mexico were loath to give up so immense a territory that they alone

on special impor-



Mission, Picuris Pueblo. Photo by Adam Clark Vroman, 1899. Courtesy of
Museum of New Mexico.

held the right to evangelize. Exaggerating their actual accomplishments
at least tenfold, the Franciscans claimed to have baptized more than
seven thousand heathens among the Pueblos.™ They entreated the
Crown not to turn its back on these converts, and the Crown granted
their wish. His majesty Philip III of Spain ordered that the colonization
of New Mexico continue, even at royal expense. Ofiate was recalled and
his proprietary charter revoked.” Officious Don Pedro de Peralta 106
north to assume the newly royal governorship of the foundering colon}:
Peralta made his headquarters a respectful distance from the Powef:
ful Tewa pueblos of the Espafiola Valley in a more peaceful and defens;
ble location hard against the foot of the Sangres. Here he founded 2 :
Cap.ital for New Mexico, la villa de Santa Fe. The Franciscan® Iﬂ;az
;”iilllieéai:ltlablizhed their .headquarters twenty mi?es fron;r :2;:;{ :
two center’sagf ant}? D'ommgo- Pu.eblo, andths physwa-l sepence of aff¢®
ge purpo:ut honty Wwas indicative of the grave d“-,ergthe Pope 8
the King of g ? Pt eXI.St.ed betwsen thefTiwo Malesues, venty o
Pain, who jointly ruled New Mexico. For s€

R r
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until the successful rebellion of the Pueblos in 1680, the Francj
and the c?lony’s civil authoritie.s struggled incessantl); e ;1::;::
Peralta hlmS(.il.f was excom-mumcated twice and ultimately imprisoned
for his opposition to the friars.™
The conflict betweenl church and state, which frequently verged on
civil war, had its source in the colony’s poverty. New Mexico possessed
only one resource of any value, and that was the energy of its native
people. Both the Franciscans, whose lofty aspirations included the
puilding of innumerable churches, chapels, and other mission facilities,
and the various governors and their lieutenants, who had come to New
Mexico to enrich themselves, desired to exploit it. The resultant burden
of work on the Pueblos was immense, as the experience of Pecos Pueblo
sttests. Between 1621 and 1625 the natives there were compelled to
build a monumental fortress of a church, 40 feet wide, 40 feet high, and
145 feet long. Its walls, which were reinforced with massive buttresses,
stood on 9-foot-wide foundations and consumed an astronomical
300,000 adobe bricks, all of which were made by the beleaguered
natives. When finished, the church was a magnificent, if bizarre, archi-
tectural achievement: “a sixteenth century Mexican fortress-church in
the medieval tradition, rendered in adobe at the ends of the earth.”*3
In spite of their exhaustion from building the church, the Pecos were
also obliged to pay exorbitant tribute to the civil authorities. Twice a
year a valuable haul of hides, tanned skins, pifion nuts, and native cot-
ton weavings was extorted from the natives, much of it later shipped
south to Chihuahua, where it sold for a profitable sum.'# The natives
scarcely had time to plant and cultivate their corn, but in addition to
the economic hardships imposed by the Spanish, the Pecos and other
Pueblos also had to bear the repression of their traditional religion. In
the Pueblo world view there was no heaven and no hell. Life was sanc-
tioned and understood as focusing entirely on its present materializa-
tion—on community, on the weather, on crops, on successes of love,
health, and war. If these un-Christian understandings were but dimly
perceived by the friars, the feathers and dances and stone idols that
went with them were not. With the same intolerance that had led their
I;z:de-cessors to demolish the temples of the Aztecs, the New Mexico
ma:;ls‘;:;s fral.ded kivas, forba.de ceremonial dances, destroy;:d sacfrii
Inent‘reguletlshes, and requlred—l.mf:ler threat of corporal punis
ar observance of the Christian sacraments.”’

S
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The Franciscans Were checked in ftlll\?lf zeal oply by the Studjey |
. of the Spanish governors of New Mexico ang by the rey Ungy,
operation blos themselves. Picuris was especially troublesqp, SmtaIlce |
uhe Pl-le i ility to the Franciscan stationed at the s Caygg
of sustained hostility e o R Pueblo ing]
ing several attempts on his .hfe, the Picuris rn'lssmn Was abandonedl;d‘
sbout four years beginning in 1624. At that .tlme Fra}.’ Alongg g, i or
vides, the custos (superior] of the New Rl llfranc1scans, ventedhi;
frustration with the Picuris by labehng. them th:. most indornitabl
and treacherous people of this whole 1.<1.ngdem.”I The Picurig, h(,we
ever, appear to have had some compet1t1o‘n in that department' b :
1632 the Hopis killed the missionary. stationed with them, and seyey
years later the Taos Indians killed theirs.
Full-scale revolution was a real possibility in New Mexico through,
out the seventeenth century, but while the Spanish T€presentativeg of
church and state were tireless in blaming each other for the colonyy
instability, neither side undertook to find a peaceful solution. Instey
the military forces of the colony kept the Pueblos in line by responding
to rebellious behavior with swift and sanguinary punishment. Twenty-
nine suspected rebels were hanged in Jemez Pueblo in 1647, and three
years later, after an abortive revolt by the Jemez, Keres, and southern
. Tiwa, nine more incorrigibles were hanged and many others sold into
1 slavery. The Spanish position in New Mexico grew still more precarious
when a terrible drought descended on the colony in 1666 and lasted five
years. The colony ran so short of food that the Spanish were reduced to
roasting and eating the hides that were the principal furnishings of their
simple homes. The Pueblos, of course, fared much worse; hundreds of
them “perished of hunger, lying dead along the roads, in the ravines, and
in their hovels,” 7
The Pueblos reasonably interpreted the drought as a sign that the
Spaniards’ religion did not ensure the orderly and fruitful progression of
Fhe Seasons as they believed theirs had done. Furthermore, the Spar
1ards’ promises of military protection proved worthless; outlying Navio
311;1 Apache bands, who lately had acquired use of the horse and Wh_‘:
suffered equally from drought and food shortage, stepped Up thel
attacks againgt the colony. 7
thf:ftl,l:;tdutlhle?:o:ze Pueblos achieved the unity that had li:;l:se:fl(ti;e
Colony back to old 1\/;1 : t oget}.le?' it thef 2'500- s arly all the
Franciscans Unde ex1co,.k111mg some 400, including near o
: I the charismatic leadership of Popé, a medicl
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Pecos Mission ruins, September 3, 1880. These ruins are the remains of a
church built in 1705 and subsequent years on the site of the much larger
mission that the Pecos destroyed in 1680. Photo by George C. Bennett.
Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico.

from Ohkay Owingeh, the Pueblos methodically destroyed every church
and hacienda, every remnant of Spanish culture in New Mexico. The
great church at Pecos was sacked and put to the torch, and the colossal
walls were thrown down brick by brick.

Aside from one abortive expedition in 1681, no effort was made to
reconquer the lost territory for a dozen years. The Pueblos, meanwhile,
remained loosely confederated, although old enmities gradually eroded
the sense of brotherhood that the rebellion had produced. By the time
Don Diego de Vargas headed north in 1692 to wrest New Mexico from
Pueblo control, the rifts between the Pueblos were big enough for Var-
8as to march his army through.

At first virtually all the Pueblos submitted to Vargas peacefully, but
their resistance increased as the process of recolonization proceeded.
Vargas soon learned that the Pecos were his invaluable allies, as they
repeatedly warned of plots against him and provided him with supplies
and reinforcements. The Picuris, meanwhile, had returned to their
“indomitable and treacherous” ways.

The Picuris rebelled in 1694 and avoided punishment by hiding in the
fountains. They returned to their pueblo making peaceful protestations
to the Spanish authorities, and then rebelled again in 1696, along with
most of the other northern pueblos. Twenty-one colonists and five
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¢ killed, but the revolt soon foundereq o

ort from Pecos and other .p.uel.nlos. Varg;ls, at the head of ana::( [:f &
included many Indian aux111ar1f:s, marc .ed I'lorth 0 punigh Yty
and, expecting no mercy frorn' him, the Picuris fled to the e b

Vargas caught up with .th.elr rear guard somewhere eaq; of tl;e

Valley and succeeded in killing a number of mt.ar? and Capturing eiM°'i
four women and children: The rest of the fugitive puep], eSCapeiht.y'
company with Apache g1 anq f.nends' and Vargas returpeq G
Fe by way of Pecos through a driving, week-long blizzarg s :::

d the captives as slaves among the soldiers and coloniggg
slaving instead of killing el v: who
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missionaries wer

he divide
had assisted him, noting that en

derable compassion, considering
718

: as
“their desertion of gy, h(:;n
¥

act of consi

religion and their royal vassalage.
The fate of the Picuris who escaped Vargas’s punitive expe dition

Jess well known. Some of them gradually filtered back to theijr moup.
tain home on the Rio Pueblo, but the vast majority continued north, and
east across the plains to a place called El Cuartelejo, where they settled
with a tribe of Apaches who lived in scattered rancherias. Apparenly
some of the Picuris refugees were unhappy with their new situation, for
word repeatedly reached Santa Fe over the ensuing years that the Cuar-
telejo Apaches were using them cruelly and they wished to come home,
As a result, in 1706 Sargento mayor Juan de Ulibarri, the chief official
of the Pecos district, led an expedition to El Cuartelejo, which lay in
 either western Kansas or east-central Colorado, to ransom the Picuris
and bring them back.*® Ulibarri’s expedition added greatly to Spanish
knowledge of the lands and tribes beyond the northeastern frontier, but
only sixty-two Picuris returned with him to Santa Fe.*® Presumably
many others either were held by Apache groups Ulibarri did not contact
or preferred life on the plains to life under Spanish rule and elected t0
remain with the Apaches.

Forty years earlier Fray Augustin de Vetancurt had reported threé
thousand persons living at Picuris, but now with the addition of the
megerSf the population of the pueblos was still less than four bu
g;zine iEsven all.ow.ing for considerable exaggeration by Vetancl‘;l:itr't ;
falthough :}SIZOHIShmg, .Certe'unly European diseases had take;lli Zh il
i tworst epidemic of the seventeenth century, wbefore the
ieee entil of all the Pueblos, took place in 1640 bellion

count).** Certainly ¢ he bloodshed of the 1689 re
had redyceq Yy too, the bloods ' violenc®
Dumbers somewhat, and so had the hardship an
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inhabitants of Galisteo and San Marcos, fo
well-watered valleys near Chimay§ in th
the Spanish later evicted them and forced
Picuris the stimulus to leave was probably both political and envirop.
mental. The Apaches’ steadily inéreasing use of the mountains, com-
bined with the demands of the pueblo’s large population, probably taxed
the plant and animal resources of the area surrounding Picuris, signifi-
cantly reducing the carrying capacity of the land 24 Archaeological evi-
dence indicates that the material wealth of the pueblo, as measured by
the size, number, and condition of its buildings, had already begun to
decline by 1600. Many Picuris people, given the added impetus of Spanish
oppression, may well have sought new lives in the company of neighbor-
ing mountain Apaches and their plains cousins at Cuartelejo.

A further reason for the decline of the pueblo may have been

I instance, moved €n masse to
€ Santa Cruz Valley, although
them to resettle Galisteo.23 A¢

Threshing With goats, Picuris Pueblo. Photo by Ed Andrews, ca. 1905. Courtesy

of Museum of New Mexico.
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al. The long close association of Picurig il

hologic i i
psyc hes (and principally with the tribe the Spa

with the Apac ; | ; : Puch,
soon begin to call Jicarilla) haq led the nomadic Apacheg v Woyg
increasingly sedentary way of life that featured pottery maki; Dty
tion agriculture, and semipermanenF adobe dwellingg 25 A 8, i,
time, some of the individualism and. independence of the Apache Sany
have rubbed off on the Picuris, erod.mg their inherited et : S g
mity to the group. Thus, the Picuris may have been disposeq ::nfor,
their backs on their pueblo and to take up the life of horse-borpe
ers. Whatever the case, Picuris Pueblo never regained its forme Streum'
and vigor. From fewer than 400 following the Ulibarri mission, theﬂ

ulation of the pueblo continued to dwindle to 223 in 1776, anq i

in 1864.2° Today the resident population of the pueblo remaing g

€

The decline of Pecos, the other fault-line pueblo, took longer to aceop,
plish, but was just as steady. With its population already halved by the
stresses of a century of colonization, Pecos consisted of only about
thousand souls when Ulibarri led his sixty-two repatriated Picuris
through the pueblo in 1706. Pecos then was badly divided. One faction
favored the restoration of Spanish authority, probably in hopes that
increased civil order would strengthen the pueblo’s control over the
westward diffusion of trade from the plains. Leaders of this group had
saved many Spaniards from slaughter in the 1680 rebellion by warning
the governor several days in advance of the uprising. Many other Pecos
people, however, opposed the Spanish fervently and participated in the
bloody siege of Santa Fe. Now that the Spanish were reasserting their
colonial authority, the two Pecos factions struggled desperatel)’ with
:ia:: other' for control of the pueblo.?” Ultimately the prO-SPaDiShff:;
lead::z;utl;d, and tbe': victors swiftly murdered or execgtedhm?:;t‘:teps
o Picuri: opposition. T}‘mse who escaped followed in th€ e
and went to live with the Apaches. The pueblo the¥

behi : b
hind, though weaker than ever, soon emerged as the Spanlards’ stro

ges;‘ and fost willing military ally,

dredtatr}:;et;n“l,:); the Reconquest, Pecos was able to m}ISte; ia
ficient fighters in::lse: 'cr l1ley § et m.ost expel’ler‘lcltc;ol ing 0"
the promise of s : n(l)in)’, and Vargas and his succ.e.SS‘ffs' o
eVery mjj;  enlisted them to serve as auxiliarics the

ta C x ;
¥ Campaign that was mounted in the province

four bu™
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I, w ;
Pecos Pueblo itself. 3 the strain of defending
A new and more deadly enemy,

their presence felt. Linguistically ches, had begun to make

and f:ulturally related to the Utes
t Basin to the northern plains, and

ed I awnees and attract ;
ed by
horses and trade gOOdS, they made their wa SpaHISh

| . y south to New Mexico
appearing first in Taos about 1705.29 The Comanches soon upset thé

balance of power m and around the colony. They drove the Cuartelejo
Apaches from th.elr rancherias south to the Texas plains, where they
acquired a new identity as the Llanero branch of the Jicarilla tribe.
Other Jicarillas, a mountain branch called Olleros, were so harried by
the Comanches that by about 1730 they sought the protection of Span-
ish arms, reloca‘ting their rancherias to Pot Creek (Rito de Olla) between
Picuris and Taos and in the Rio Grande Valley near Velarde.3° These
“tame” Apaches earned their keep by serving the Spanish as scouts and
auxiliaries, and they became Hispanicized to the extent that they some-
times appeared as plaintiffs before the Spanish courts.3!

For the Pecos the advent of the Comanches was doubly unfortunate.
First, their Apache trading partners were scattered in every direction.
Second, for reasons that today are poorly understood but that may have
had to do with the pueblo’s long-standing friendship for the Apaches,
several large Comanche bands resolved to wreak unending vengeance
on Pecos and destroy it utterly. They nearly succeeded.

In the days before the horse came to New Mexico, Pecos had been
militarily superior to its challengers, but now the isolated mesilla,
with its corn and wheat fields stretching along the Rio Pecos a mile
and a half away, was glaringly vulnerable to the swooping attacks of
Comanche horsemen. Again and again workers stranded in the fields
were cut down or kidnapped. The Apache bands who occas.io.naHY
camped at the pueblo for mutual protection seemed only to elicit the
greater wrath of the Comanches.3* The earthen breastworks th.at Gov-
ernor Vélez Cachupin ordered built in 1750 and the small garnsons}?f
troops that were sporadically stationed at the Pueblf) stemmedbt =
Comanche tide only temporarily. The fields by the river were aban-
doned. Perilously short of food and bereft of trade now that _the C;)mt:i
ches controlled the plains, the Pecos teetered on the brink of to
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ruin, In 1776, as ambitious émerican. colonistg g
wigs in Philadelphia, a Mex1can cler.lc, Fray A¢
counted a mere 269 individuals remaining at p
around their embattled mesilla to grow Iain-watere r
of which “do not last even to the beginning of ,
revious October, and hence these miserable v,
sbout like a ball in the hands of Fortune.” 33
The decline into which Pecos had plunged cannot b,
entirely to the Comanches. Epidemic diseases devastateq the
fairly regular ten-year intervals, a particularly severe gy,
in 1781 when smallpox claimed the lives of more thap ,
population of the colony. Evidently this outbreak of smallpoy e
final blow for the neighboring Tano pueblo of Galisteo, Which i the
recorded as a living community after 1782.34 Jtg Survivors Simp}
migrated down the Rio Galisteo to Santo Domingo to begin Jife anew.y
Throughout the eighteenth century, people from Pecos hag proba.
bly been doing the same kind of thing. They were among the mg
independent-minded people in the Pueblo world. Like the Picuris
they had long been exposed to the individualism of Apache culture;
moreover, many of them possessed a skill that was in great demandall
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over the colony from Taos to Isleta. They were carpenters. Having

been trained in the craft by Franciscans during the seventeenth cen-
tury, they had been able to keep their skills even through the turbu-
lence of the eighteenth. As late as 1776 Fray Dominguez, who found
little else good to say about the pueblo, noted that most of the Pecos
were good carpenters, and since at that time skills of any kind wereid
short supply in New Mexico, proficiency in woodworking implied?
high degree of €conomic mobility.3S Now that the pueblo was c@'
bling from without, those who could leave probably did, causing it 0
crumble still faster from within, he
pUeEgl‘:)ncf;? the Comanc.he threat finally passed, th(? fortu(lllf:f (l)afe i
restored tg ;:cl:ed i R i plainaigoods, tnete n
08, followed the now peaceful Comanches 0

Plains j i . .

o c(l)n 'the creaking two-wheeled carretas of Hispanic coma-HChthey

id S0 1815 no more than forty Indians remained.?* As 8 mbe" ess
€d extinctiop They sy

. wltn
€ Vigoroug -7 survived as a community long enough ©
1 during tlelitpansmn of Hispanic New Mexico's population 2
* €atly nineteenth century. And they were still o8
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wahu Toya, a Pecos survivor.

photo by John K. Hillers, 1880

Courtesy of Museum of New
Mexico.

at their embattled mesilla as canvas-covered wagons, driven by both
American and Mexican plainsmen, trundled past Pecos en route to the
markets and fandangos of Santa Fe. But by 1838, they reached the limit
of their endurance. The last seventeen Pecos survivors abandoned their
five-hundred-year-old home to the slow erosion of wind and rain and to
more rapid destruction at the hands of scavenging travelers on the Santa
Fe Trail. They bundled up their few belongings and trekked to Jemez
Pueblo on the far side of the Rio Grande, which was the last place on
earth where their language was spoken.?’
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