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Biological soil crusts (biocrusts) result from an intimate association between soil
particles and differing proportions of photoautotrophic (e.g. cyanobacteria, algae,
lichens, bryophytes) and heterotrophic (e.g. bacteria, fungi, archaea) organisms,
which live within, or immediately on top of, the uppermost millimetres of soil. Soil
particles are aggregated through the presence and activity of these often
extremotolerant biota that desiccate regularly, and the resultant living crust covers
the surface of the ground as a coherent layer (Webber et al. 2022)
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